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Introduction 

T HE DERMATOLOGIST lhas always had a central role in the diagnosis of 
patients with rheumatologic disorders. Our expertise in skin conditions 

allows us to help our colleagues and patients by diagnosing specific skin lesions 
that arerecognized criteria for the American Rheumatologic Association diag- 
nosis of diseases. For example, confirmation of Gottron's papules for dermato- 
myositis or cutaneous sclerosis in scleroderma may help diagnose patients 
earlier. Although our potential role in the care of rheumatologic patients i3 
clear,~there is a paucity of reference texts on this topic in the dermatologic 
literature. Our goal in this issue of Seminars in Cutaneous Medicine and Surgery 
is to create a concise reference text on the rheumatologic diseases and the skin. 

With burgeoning research in the basic sciences, often supported by the 
Dermatology Foundation, we are gaining a clearer understanding of  autoanti- 
bodies and their role in rheumatologic disorders. This issue begins with a 
review o f autoantibodies by Michael P. Heffernan and colleagues, who not only 
defines each antibody pattern and shows them photographically, but also 
discusses associated cutaneous diseases. A group of articles on individual 
diseases follows, with discussions by Daniel P. McCauliffe on lupus erythem- 
atosus, Anne Hawk and Joseph C. English III on scleroderma, Ivor Caro on 
dermatomyositis, M. Karl Connolly on Sjogren's disease and Lela A. Lee on 
Behcet's disease. Each article synthesizes historic, epidemiologic, pathogenic, 
clinical, diagnostic, treatment, and prognostic information. 

As our armamentarium of immunosuppressive drugs enlarges and our 
knowledge of immune dysfunction expands, we are in a better position to 
choose medications that target disorders while minimizing side effects. This 
issue concludes with a discussion of immunosuppressive drug guidelines by 
Jeffrey P. Callen. This article expertly negotiates a complicated subject and is 
sure to be a reference used regularly in the care of our complicated patients. 

In conclusion, I am thankful for the excellent articles written by our con- 
tributing authors and am certain that this issue, dedicated to rheumatologic 
diseases and the skin, will be a reference text for both dermatologists and 
rheumatologists alike. I am particularly pleased that we have so many expert 
medical dermatologists dedicated to continued education in our field. 
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